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Nasal-consonant (NC) sequences have been widely investigated cross-linguistically 
and specifically in Bantu languages with the focus generally being on their 
representation as unit segments or as clusters (Herbert 1975, 1986; Downing 1996, 
2005; Kula 2002). In this paper we assume NCs are represented as clusters and 
rather focus on specific cases involving “epenthetic” consonants in the creation of 
NCs in Cilungu (Bickmore 2007) and Bemba (Kula 2002), although these phenomena 
are widely attested in Bantu. The cases of interest involve nasal prefixes (either the 
1sg/3sg subject markers or the class 9/10 prefix) when affixed to vowel-initial 
stems. In these cases, as (1b) shows, an “epenthetic” consonant appears that is not 
present in the consonant-initial stems in (1a), with homorganicity and strengthening 
being the only processes of note. 
  
(1a) N + C-stem 
 n-la-ful-a  → n-da-ful-a ‘I will wash’ (Cilungu) 
 n-ful-e  →  ɱ-ful-e  ‘that I wash’ (Cilungu) 
 n-kaa-ful-a → ŋ-kaa-ful-a ‘I wash’ (Cilungu) 

 
(1b) N + V-stem 
 n-imb-e  → n-[ʤ]-imbe ‘dig me out’ (Cilungu) 
 n-el-el-e  → n-[ʤ]-el-el-e ‘fish for me’ (Cilungu) 
 n-olola  → ŋ-ɡ-olole ‘I should straighten’ (Bemba) 
 n-ubula  → ŋ-ɡ-ubule ‘I should peel’ (Bemba) 
 n-abula  → ŋ-ɡ-abula ‘roughly: take me out of water’ (Bemba) 
 
“Epenthetic” is given in scare quotes because the surfacing bold segments in (1b) are 
not epenthetic in the sense that they are not the default consonants used in all cases 
in the same way (cf. epenthetic vowels). They therefore cannot be treated as 
empty—in fact, their properties are contextually determined, with both the 
preceding nasal consonant and the following vowel influencing their their shape. 
More broadly (across Bantu), vowel-initial stems with /a, u, o/ take /ɡ/ as the 
inserted consonant, while /i, e/ take [ʤ]. While we can assume voicing |L| to come 
from the preceding nasal and place from the following vowel, any analysis needs to 
include a source for |ʔ| to provide obstruentization. In addition, this interaction 
between segments – consonants and vowels – needs to be expressed in a constrained 
fashion that does not predict this occurring in all instances where it does not.   

We will use Precedence-free Phonology (Nasukawa 2011, 2016) to propose that the 
process in question may be viewed as an agreement effect where there is an 
interaction between (i) |L| (nasality/voicing) and |ʔ| (occlusion), both of which are 
lexically specified in the nasal prefixes and (ii) either |I| or |U| that is specified in 
vowel-initial stems, resulting in elements within a vowel representation being able 
to be interpreted in the C-domain (interactive agreement) resulting in an “epenthetic” 
consonant as illustrated in (2) below.  
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